
Fine Arts Guide 

 

Where to Start 

 Like most quizbowl endeavors, becoming a proficient fine arts player is 

dependent largely on memorization and word association. Many people will argue 

against the role that sheer memorization has in quizbowl because they feel that it 

demeans the game, but the sooner you recognize the importance of memorization the 

sooner you will be able to use it to your advantage. For example, spending your time 

reading books about art history or theory is a huge waste of time because while you 

may gain a greater appreciation of fine arts, the knowledge drawn from these books will 

only minimally contribute to actually answering questions. This time could be much 

more effectively utilized making notecards of information that has consistently been 

tossed up in the past. The single most important skill that a quizbowl player must 

develop is the ability to distinguish between information that will result in 

answering more questions and information that is not relevant to actually scoring 

points. All of the information necessary for you to become the nation’s best quizbowl 

player is out there, but all the studying in the world won’t matter if you don’t know where 

to look.  

 If I could go back and relive my three years of high school quizbowl, the one 

thing I would devote much more attention to is the actual process of acquiring and 

retaining new information. As the old cliché goes: work smarter, not harder. Setting 

aside small portions of study time for experimenting with different learning techniques 

will drastically increase the effectiveness of the time you do spend studying for 

quizbowl. A great place to start is Joshua Foer’s Moonwalking with Einstein, a book 

which describes how a journalist with no background in memorization competition was 

able to win the USA Memory Championship after training for only one year. Exploring 

the different ways that your mind connects pieces of information will very likely be the 

key to transforming yourself from a good player to a great player; if you can manipulate 

your brain into identifying certain facts as unique or significant, you’ll find yourself 

“blanking” much less often.  

 

The Scope of Fine Arts 

 In general, fine arts includes anything involving art or music. The majority of fine 

arts questions will focus on painting, sculpture, architecture, and classical music, but 

keep in mind that jazz, classic film, musical theater, and dance all fall under the 

umbrella of fine arts. For the most part in high school I refused to acknowledge the 

existence of the last three, and although I still disagree with their inclusion in 

competition, there will inevitably be questions related to them that determine the 

outcome of important games, so do not make the same mistake that I made and be 

sure to devote necessary attention to them. High Noon may be a frustrating answer line 



to a fine arts tossup, but we still lost a very important game at nationals to Dorman 

because I couldn’t answer the question. Remember, points is points. 

 

Tools and Techniques for Studying Fine Arts 

 Choosing to focus on fine arts at Catholic Central will provide you with one 

significant advantage: a detailed list of artists and composers and their accompanying 

works, known colloquially as the “Messana pages” (the list was architected by Matt 

Messana and Conor Teevens). This list contains nearly every artist and composer that 

you will need to know and a wealth of titles for each of them that you should eventually 

memorize. This list will form the cornerstone of your study of fine arts, but keep in mind 

that for the most part it only contains the titles of significant works; opera plots, 

biographical facts, and other important information must be learned through other 

sources. Unfortunately if you will not be attending Catholic Central I cannot offer you 

access to these pages, but I would encourage you to develop a similar document, and 

the pages I have created will provide a great foundation.  

 

 Here I have created a list of your most important tools in studying fine arts: 

1). Messana Pages (or your own alternative) - Thoroughly memorize 80% of these 

pages (not an easy task), and you will be well along your way in becoming one of the 

country’s most competitive fine arts players. Supplement it properly with the other tools 

on this list, and you will be untouchable. One important note: do not memorize this list in 

order. First begin by memorizing the most important artists and composers and their 

most important works, and move to more obscure people and titles later. To help you do 

this, I have outlined the artists, composers and works you should begin with below.  

 

2). Old Questions - As important as studying the Messana pages is reading old 

quizbowl questions. You must realize that although quizbowl question writers have the 

power to toss up anything they want, in general quizbowl is encompassed by a canon of 

information that is continually re-used in toss-ups.  The majority of the information used 

in any given quizbowl question has already been used in a toss-up before, so studying 

old questions is a great way to effectively use your time. Here are some links to old 

questions: 

www.hsapq.com/samples 

www.quizbowldb.com 

www.quizbowlpackets.com 

 

3). Wikipedia - People may tell you that the information found on Wikipedia is 

unreliable, but those people are wrong. Wikipedia has developed a very sophisticated 

system to ensure that every page is accurate and up-to-date, and if you don’t believe 

me, try becoming a page editor and changing the info in an article. Keep in mind that 

the people writing the questions you will hear are most likely using Wikipedia to gather 

http://www.hsapq.com/samples
http://www.quizbowlpackets.com/
http://www.quizbowlpackets.com/


much of their information, and use that to your advantage. That being said, use 

Wikipedia with discretion - some articles are far too in-depth for our purposes, and it is 

very easy to waste time endlessly reading articles that will not actually result in more 

questions answered. I found Wikipedia particularly useful in studying opera plots.  

 

4). Me - At the risk of sounding arrogant (or falsely modest), I think that I can be a great 

resource for you to use in becoming a better player. I owe a very large part of any 

success that I had to multiple individuals who devoted their own time and energy to 

helping me improve, and contact with any sort of mentor is crucially important for 

mastery of any subject. If you ever have questions or just want to talk about quizbowl in 

general, I’ve put some contact info below. Sorry, I don’t have a Facebook.   

Paul Hamilton 

phamilt@umich.edu 

skype name: paul.hamilton56 

 

5). Actually Playing Quizbowl - No matter how much studying and preparation you’ve 

done, if you’ve never actually played a game of quizbowl against other players you will 

have no chance at beating an even moderately experienced team. There’s a reason 

that any old history buff can’t just decide one day to play quizbowl and be immediately 

competitive - quizbowl emphasizes immediate recall and quick association, and simply 

knowing the largest amount of information will not automatically make you the best 

quizbowl player. After all, you are evaluated not by how much you know but by how well 

you play the game, and I personally believe that educated guesses and calculated risks 

have won more close matches than absolute knowledge. In order to develop the best 

play style and learn the techniques of the game, play quizbowl competitively every 

chance you get. Online Skype leagues are a great way to supplement traditional 

practices and tournaments.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:phamilt@umich.edu


Music Pages 

 

Title Composer Composition Type 

Brandenburg Concertos J.S. Bach Concerto 

Symphony No. 6, “Pastoral” Beethoven Symphony 

Symphony No. 9, “Choral” Beethoven Symphony 

Symphonie Fantastique Berlioz Symphony 

Carmen  Bizet Opera 

A German Requiem Brahms Requiem 

Minute Waltz Chopin Waltz 

Appalachian Spring Copland Ballet 

Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun Debussy Symphonic Poem 

Symphony No. 9, “From the New 
World” 

Dvorak Symphony 

Pomp and Circumstance Elgar March 

Rhapsody in Blue Gershwin Ambiguous Composition 

Peer Gynt Suite Grieg Suite 

Messiah Handel Oratorio 

Symphony No. 45, “Farewell” Haydn Symphony 

The Planets Holst Orchestral Suite 

Three Places in New England Ives Ambiguous Composition 

Hungarian Rhapsodies Liszt Piano Arrangement 

Song of the Earth Mahler Symphony 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream Mendelssohn Incidental Music 

Don Giovanni Mozart Opera 

The Marriage of Figaro Mozart Opera 

The Magic Flute Mozart  Opera 

Pictures at an Exhibition Mussorgsky Suite 

Orpheus in the Underworld Offenbach Opera 

24 Caprices for Solo Violin Paganini Etudes/Caprices 

Peter and the Wolf Prokofiev Ambiguous Composition 



Madame Butterfly Puccini Opera 

La Boheme  Puccini Opera 

Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto 

Bolero Ravel Bolero 

The Flight of the Bumblebee Rimsky-Korsakov Orchestral Interlude 

William Tell Rossini Opera 

The Barber of Seville Rossini Opera 

Carnival of the Animals Saint-Saens Suite 

Symphony No. 8, “Unfinished” Schubert Symphony 

Symphony No. 3, “Rhenish” Schumann Symphony 

Symphony No. 7, “Leningrad” Shostakovich Symphony 

Finlandia Sibelius Symphonic Poem 

Blue Danube Waltz J. Strauss Jr. Waltz 

Salome R. Strauss Opera 

The Rite of Spring Stravinsky Ballet 

The Nutcracker Tchaikovsky Ballet 

Swan Lake Tchaikovsky Ballet 

1812 Overture Tchaikovsky Overture 

Aida Verdi Opera 

Rigoletto Verdi Opera 

The Four Seasons  Vivaldi Violin Concertos 

The Ring of the Nibelung Wagner Series of Operas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Art Pages 

 

 

Title Artist Work Type 

Statute of Liberty Bartholdi Sculpture 

The Ecstasy of St. Theresa Bernini Sculpture 

David (1624) Bernini Sculpture 

Mount Rushmore Borglum Sculpture 

The Garden of Earthly Delights Bosch Triptych 

The Birth of Venus Botticelli Painting 

La Primavera Botticelli Painting 

Bird in Space Brancusi Sculpture 

The Peasant Wedding Brueghel the Elder Painting 

Lobster Trap and Fish Tail Calder Mobile 

The Calling of St. Matthew Carravagio Painting 

Mont-Saint Victoire Cezanne  Painting 

I and the Village Chagall Painting 

The Hay Wain Constable Painting 

Watson and the Shark Copley Painting 

Burial at Ornans Courbet Painting 

The Persistence of Memory Dali Painting 

The Oath of the Horatti David Painting 

The Death of Socrates David Painting 

The Dance Class/The Ballet Class Degas Painting 

Liberty Leading the People Delacroix Painting 

David (1440) Donatello Sculpture 

Nude Descending Staircase No.2 Duchamp Painting 

Knight, Death, and the Devil Durer Engraving 

St. Jerome in His Study Durer Engraving 

The Gross Clinic Eakings Painting 



The Burial of Count Orgaz El Greco Painting 

The Swing Fragonard Painting 

Church of the Sagrada Familia Gaudi Church 

The Yellow Christ Gauguin Painting 

Walt Disney Concert Hall Gehry Performance Hall 

The Raft of the Medusa Gericault Painting 

Third of May, 1808 de Goya Painting 

A Rake’s Progress Hogarth Series of Paintings 

The Ambassadors Holbein the Younger Painting 

The Gulf Stream Homer Painting 

Night Hawks Hopper Painting 

The Kiss Klimt Painting 

Mona Lisa/La Giocanda da Vinci Painting 

The Last Supper da Vinci Painting 

Time Transfixed Magritte Painting 

Luncheon on the Grass Manet Painting 

Olympia Manet Painting 

The Dance Matisse Painting 

Pieta Michelangelo Sculpture 

The Last Judgement Michelangelo Painting 

Impression: Sunrise Monet Painting 

Water Lilies Monet Painting 

The Scream Munch Painting 

John Hancock Tower Pei Building 

Guernica Picasso Painting 

Les Demoiselles d’Avignon Picasso Painting 

Lavender Mist Pollock Painting 

School of Athens Raphael Painting 

The Night Watch Rembrandt Painting 

The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Tulp Rembrandt Painting 



Luncheon of the Boating Party Renoir Painting 

Man at the Crossroads Rivera Painting 

The Four Freedoms Rockwell Series of Paintings 

The Thinker Rodin Sculpture 

The Gates of Hell Rodin  Sculpture 

The Burghers of Calais Rodin Sculpture 

Gateway Arch Eero Saarinen Monument 

Portrait of Madame X Sargent  Painting 

Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte  

Seurat Painting 

Venus of Urbino Titian Painting 

Rain, Steam, and Speed Turner Painting 

The Arnolfini Wedding Jan Van Eyck Painting 

Starry Night Van Gogh Painting 

The Potato Eaters Van Gogh Painting 

The Night Cafe Van Gogh Painting 

Las Meninas Velazquez Painting 

Girl with a Pearl Earing Vermeer Painting 

View of Delft Vermeer  Painting 

Campbell Soup Cans Warhol  Painting 

Portrait of the Artists’ Mother: 
Arrangement in Grey and Black 

Whistler Painting 

American Gothic Wood Painting 

Falling Water Wright House 

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum Wright Museum 

 


